
LOGICAL FALLACIES 

 

A fallacy is an error of reasoning. It can be used against you in an argument, 
but if you are familiar with them, you will be able to refute the fallacious 
argument. Likewise, if you are clever, you can use them to convince others. 

Fallacies fall into two major categories: 

Fallacies of Relevance-- Premises are irrelevant to the 
conclusion. 
Fallacies of Ambiguity-- Ambiguous, changeable wording in 
the propositions. 

Here are examples of each of the major fallacies. You figure out and write in 
a definition which makes sense to you. 

Fallacies of Relevance: 
Argumentum ad Bacculum (appeal to force) -- "Pay back the 
loan and 10 % daily interest by Thursday, or be sure that you 
have you hospital insurance paid up." 

Argumentum ad Hominem (abusive) -- "Don't believe anything 
John says; he's a nerd." 

Argumentum ad Hominem (circumstantial) -- "Of course he 
thinks fraternities are great. He's a Phi Delta." 

Argumentum ad Ignorantiam (argument from ignorance) -- 
There is no proof that witches exist; therefore, they do not. 

Argumentum ad Misericordiam (appeal to pity) -- "Your honor, 
how can the prosecution dare try to send this poor, 
defenseless child to jail for the murder of his father and 
mother. Have a heart; the boy is now an orphan." 

Argumentum ad Populum -- "Don't be left out! Buy your 
Chevette today!" 

Argumentum ad Vericundiam (appeal to authority) -- Joe 
Namath selling pantyhose; Joe DiMaggio selling Mr. Coffee. 



Accident -- "What you bought yesterday, you eat today; you 
bought raw meat yesterday; therefore, you eat raw meat 
today." 

Converse Accident (hasty generalization) -- "That man is an 
alcoholic. Liquor should be banned." 

False cause (Post hoc ergo propter hoc) (Many of our 
superstitions stem from use of this fallacy.) -- "A black cat 
crossed Joe's path yesterday, and he died last night." or "Put 
your money where your mouth is. Whiter teeth and fresh 
breath will win Susie." 

Petitio Principii (begging the question) -- "It's time to come 
in the house now, Billy." "Why?" "Because I said so!" "Why?" 
"Because it's time, and I said so." 

Complex Question -- "Have you given up cheating on exams?" 

Ignoratio Elenchi (irrelevant conclusion) -- In a law court, in 
attempt to prove that the accused is guilty of theft, the 
prosecution may argue that theft is a horrible crime for 
anyone to commit.  

Fallacies of Ambiguity:  



Exercises: Identify the fallacies in the following passages and explain how 
each specific passage involves that fallacy or fallacies. 

It is necessary to confine criminals 



You say we ought to discuss whether or not to buy a new car 
now. All right, I agree. Let's discuss the matter. Which 
should we get, a Ford or a Chevy? 

Our nation is a democracy and dedicated to the proposition 
that all men are created equal. We belie


