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  MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
CONDUCTING (MSC) 

 
THE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN CONDUCTING PRO-
GRAM OBJECTIVE 

The Master of Conducting degree program is designed to 
offer advanced musical studies focused upon development of 
conducting skills to qualified graduates of undergraduate music 
and music education programs. 

This training will prepare students for professional ad-
vancement in leadership of school, community, and church mu-
sic organizations.  The degree program may also serve to pre-
pare individuals for teaching positions in higher education or for 
further study on the 6th-year or doctoral level. 

Upon successful completion of the Master of Science in 
Conducting program, the student will be able to 
1. demonstrate advanced skills in rehearsing and leading a 

musical ensemble; 
2. incorporate current research findings into musical analysis, 

performance practice, and rehearsal psychology; 
3. display comprehensive theoretical and practical knowledge 

of musical repertoire in an area of specialization 
(instrumental or vocal); 

4. assume professional responsibilities for conducting school, 
community, and/or church music organizations with high 
standards of musical achievement; 

5. qualify for entry-level positions teaching music in institu-
tions of higher education; and 

6. continue musical studies at the Ed.S. or doctoral degree 
level. 
 

PREREQUISITE REQUIREMENTS 
Candidates for admission must have earned a baccalaureate 

degree in musical studies that includes sufficient coursework 
appropriate to graduate studies in conducting. 

 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR MASTER OF 
 SCIENCE IN CONDUCTING 
Unconditional Admission 
NOTE: These standards are in addition to the Admission Stan-
dards for Graduate School. 

 
1. Candidates must meet the following requirements: 
 Hold a baccalaureate degree in music (B.A., B.S., B.M., or 

B.M.E.) from a regionally accredited institution. 
2. Successfully complete an entrance examination covering 

music theory and history. 

3. Complete a successfully prepared conducting audition be-
fore the conducting faculty. 

4. Unconditional admission will be granted to candidates 
meeting requirements 1, 2, and 3 above, as well as meeting 
the Graduate School general requirements listed under Un-
conditional Admission in the Admission Classification 
section. 
 

Conditional Admission 
Conditional admission may be granted to candidates meet-

ing requirements 1, 2, and 3 above, but who may be deficient in 
GPA or test scores as required by the Graduate School.  Students 
admitted conditionally must clear their status during the first 12 
semester hours of work, as prescribed under Conditional Admis-
sion in the Admission Classification section. 

 
CURRICULUM 

Courses carry three semester hours credit for lecture 
courses and one semester hour credit for performance and en-
semble courses. 

 
TRANSFER CREDIT 

A maximum of four courses (12 semester hours) taken at 
another regionally accredited institution, each with a grade of 
"B" or better, can be applied toward the degree.  These courses 
must be comparable in content and catalog description to Troy 
University courses in the Master of Science in Conducting 
graduate program and be approved by the appropriate main cam-
pus dean/department chair.  Students transferring a "core" or 
"required course" are still subject to a written comprehensive 
exam based on the material presented at Troy University. 
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Required Courses: 
Conducting Concentration—10 hours 
MUS  6631-6632 6 Advanced Conducting I-II 
MUS  6633 1 Conducting Recital 
MUS  6636 3 Conducting and Score Analy-

sis 
Other Courses in Music—10 hours  

MUS  6691 3  Research 
MUS  6600 or 6601 2  Instrumental or Choral Per-

formance Seminar 
MUS  6614-6647 2  Private Performance Instruc-

tion 
MUS  6606 3  Repertoire of the Band 
    or   
MUS  6609 3  Choral Literature 

Electives—10 hours 
Selected from appropriate adviser-approved 55XX and 

66XX music courses, and preferably including at least one 
course outside the music area.  Studies in history and/or psychol-
ogy are recommended.  Students may also elect to complete 
MUS 6695 Thesis (three hours) as an option in this program. 
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